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houses
So many lots, so few

STATE BASEBALL CHAMPS

Last year, almost 12,000 lots in the three-county area sat empty.
Local cities and taxpayers could end up paying as growth stalls.
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Eden Valley-Watkins players
hold their first-place trophy
after Saturday’s Minnesota
high school baseball championship game at Target Field
in Minneapolis.

Rocori,
EV-W
take
titles

Baseball champions
made at Target Field
By Tom Elliott
telliott@stcloudtimes.com
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Empty lots and grassed-over dirt mounds surround Sue Tarr’s south St. Cloud home in the Bear Ridge development. She likes the privacy of having few neighbors, but she worries about what will happen to her home’s value.

GAMBLING on GROWTH

By Britt Johnsen
and Kirsti Marohn
bljohnsen@stcloudtimes.com,
kmarohn@stcloudtimes.com

The public cost of Central Minnesota’s
housing boom and bust

I

f the housing market hadn’t
crashed, perhaps strangers
wouldn’t drink beer or loiter
in Sue Tarr’s underdeveloped south
St. Cloud neighborhood.
Perhaps she wouldn’t have had to call the city
last summer about unmowed weeds. And perhaps the value of her home wouldn’t have fallen
$20,000.
But here’s what gets her most: Last year her
tax dollars paid for new pavement and stop
signs on streets that don’t go anywhere.
“Well, there go my city tax dollars, and no one
ever uses those streets,” Tarr said. “I thought it
was a useless expense.”
Her neighborhood is one of scores of Central
Minnesota developments sitting half-finished
or even empty after the housing bubble burst
and the nation entered its worst recession in
decades. At the end of 2009, almost 12,000
ready-to-build lots sat vacant in the threecounty area, according to data from county assessors. And taxpayers are still paying for some
of these unfinished projects.

MINNEAPOLIS — Central Minnesota had an unprecedented Saturday afternoon. And that’s not just
because two of its high school
baseball
programs
MORE
got to be
among the
first to play
Check out
a t Ta r g e t
more
state
Field.
baseball
phoBoth also
won state tos of Rocori
and Eden Valtitles.
E d e n ley-Watkins
Valley-Wat- online at www.
kins beat sctimes.com.
Sebeka
7-4 to win the Class A state
championship. Then, Rocori
defeated Delano 3-0 for Class
2A honors.
Eden Prairie beat Burnsville 7-5 for the Class 3A title
later in the evening.
It’s the first time two Central Minnesota teams have
won state championships in
the same season.
There have been 14 other
instances of St. Cloud-area
teams winning Minnesota
State High School League
titles, including six by St.
Cloud Cathedral. The Crusaders also won five parochial
school league state titles.
But until Saturday, two
hadn’t done it on the same
day.
For Eden Valley-Watkins,

About this series
Central Minnesota developers, builders and
investors lost millions in betting on new housing developments that looked like a sure thing
— until the bubble burst.
And when demand
for new houses hit a
INVESTIGATIVE
near-standstill, they
weren’t the only ones
with a stake in the
game. People who bought homes in near-vacant neighborhoods worry about resale value.
And government leaders who borrowed money
to build utilities and roads that go nowhere are
trying to figure out how to pay the bills.
Inside Today: Waters Edge at Donovan Lake
remains a fraction of the dream. Read about
Waters Edge and more on Pages 8A and 9A.
Online Today: Go to www.sctimes.com for
an interactive map of the area’s stalled developments, details about public financing, a
photo gallery, searchable database and more.

See STANDSTILL, 8A ▶
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A for-sale sign at Quarry Woods development is seen June 10.

COMING MONDAY
Public financing to help spur growth worked
for decades. And then it didn’t. Find out what’s
at stake for cities and taxpayers.

COMING TUESDAY
Is a rebound on the way? Area leaders are
optimistic, but there’s a new caution in the air.

See CHAMPS, 2A ▶
■ Game coverage/1D
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AVON TRADITION: Families
turn out with turtles to
participate in the races at
Avon’s Spunktacular Days. 1B.

PREGNANCY HORMONES —
FOR DADS: Scientists say the
levels of various hormones,
including testosterone, fluctuate as men approach fatherhood. 2C.

BIG NUMBERS: The Twins
finally shut down the Phillies,
13-10, in 11 innings. 1D.

■ Duane Dykhuizen, 70, Brooklyn

BE INSPIRED: Local mother
Randi Tapio turns misfortune
into a reason to give in a big
way. 9C.

A Gannett Co. Inc. newspaper
150TH YEAR, NO. 8
© 2010 ST. CLOUD TIMES
St. Cloud, Minnesota

Inside
Advice .............16B
Books ................3C

DULUTH’S BIG DAY: Philemon
Kemboi of Kenya and Buzenush Deba of Ethiopia win
Grandma’s Marathon. 8D.

St. Cloud

■ Virginia Rose Johnson, 89,
Holdingford

■ Wayne D. Schlangen, 48, Rice

WORLD CUP: U.S. coach
maintains goal was good; controversy may decide fate. 6D.
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FARE HIKE: The price of a
Metro Bus ride will rise when a
new fare schedule kicks in July
5. The repricing decision was
made by board of directors
last year. 1B.

Center

■ Gerald “Guz” Guzy, 75, Foley
■ Jacquelyn A. Johnson, 63,

