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Moving ahead
with
caution

Free 2-hour
parking
trial over
Downtown meters to be put back
By Mark Sommerhauser
msommerhauser@stcloudtimes.com

Optimism remains, but cities,
builders have changed how they
view development
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Real estate agent Jason Tangen locks the front door of a
St. Cloud home after a showing Wednesday.

Get your coins ready: Motorists again will
pay meters to park on St. Cloud’s downtown
streets.
The St. Cloud City Council decided Monday night to end a trial period of free twohour parking on downtown streets.
City staff requested extending the trial period through August to study how to address
a plunge in city revenue after downtown
parking meters were
removed last year.
But the City Council
voted 4-3 not to grant
the extension, meanDo you agree with
ing the parking meters
the
St. Cloud City
will be reinstalled.
Council members Council decision on
Bob Johnson, George downtown parking
Hontos and John Ped- meters?
erson voted to grant
Vote at www.
the extension, while sctimes.com. Results
Sonja Berg, Carolyn will be on tomorrow’s
Garven, Dave Masters Opinion Page.
and John Libert opposed.
The two-month extension was intended to
buy time as city staff wrestles with a troubling
figure.
St. Cloud’s on-street parking meter revenue is about $10,500 less per month as a
result of the meter removal, according to the
city engineering department.
The City Council decided in May 2009
to remove meters from about 170 parking
spaces downtown and replace them with
two-hour free parking signs on a trial basis. That came at the request of downtown
See PARKING, 6A ▶
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A stake marking a plat boundary is seen June 10 at Quarry Woods. Developers and city officials are optimistic about growth
despite struggling developments, mounting delinquencies and falling lot values.
By Britt Johnsen
and Kirsti Marohn

GAMBLING on GROWTH

bljohnsen@stcloudtimes.com,
kmarohn@stcloudtimes.com

“Whatever we can do to
help sell our community as
the place people want to live,
work and play, we’re going to
do it,” said Patti Gartland, city
administrator.
Bankers, builders and real
estate agents are selling, too.
They continue to tell potential
clients: It’s a great time to buy
a home.
Optimism among developers and city officials remains
strong despite struggling de-

Minn. bill stands at $65M a year

Day 3 in a 3-part series
Central Minnesota developers, builders and investors lost
millions in betting on new housing developments that looked
like a sure thing — until the
bubble burst.
And when demand for new
houses hit a near-standstill,
they weren’t the only ones

INVESTIGATIVE
with a stake in the game.
People who bought homes in
near-vacant neighborhoods
worry about resale value. And
government leaders who borrowed money to build utilities

in their communities. And
although their reasoning varies — proximity to Interstate
Highway 94, a school or natural features such as lakes or a
river — almost all believe their
city is in the best position to
benefit once the area’s housing
market begins to recover.
“Have (cities) given up on

velopments, mounting delinquencies and plummeting lot
values.
Officials interviewed by the
Times said they are confident
their cities are not at risk of
severe financial shortfalls or
defaulting on bonds. They believe it’s just a matter of time
until home building resumes

4.31 to 1,113.20 OIL

and roads that go nowhere are
trying to figure out how to pay
the bills.
Online today: Go to www.
sctimes.com for an interactive map of the area’s stalled
developments, details about
public financing, a photo gallery,
searchable database and more.

growth? No, not one,” said
Michael Couri, an attorney for
St. Augusta, Avon and other
Minnesota cities . “A lot of
them have more realistic views
of growth, but no one’s saying,
‘This is as big as we’re ever going to get.’ ”
See CAUTION, 4A ▶
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The public cost of Central Minnesota’s
housing boom and bust
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S

artell is dotted
with half-empty
housing developments, but at this
spring’s Central Minnesota Builders Association home show,
city officials gave their
best pitch to buyers.
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MOOSE LAKE (AP) — Keeping sex offenders locked up in treatment after they finish
their prison sentences emerged
as a popular get-tough tactic
in the 1990s, when states were
flush with cash. But the costs
have soared far beyond what
WATCHDOG
anyone envisioned.
An Associated Press analysis found that the 20 states with so-called
“civil commitment” programs will spend
nearly $500 million this year to confine and
treat 5,200 offenders still considered too
dangerous to put back on the streets.
The annual costs per offender topped out at
$175,000 in New York and $173,000 in California, and averaged $96,000 a year, about
double what it would cost to send them to
an Ivy League university. In some states, like
Minnesota, sex offender treatment costs more
See TREATMENT, 5A ▶

